
Upcoming Events: 
 
 

Jan. 12  Rev. Felix Villanueva 
  Conference Minister 
 

Jan. 17-19 Winter Camp 
 Grades 6—12 (Rev. Yates) 
 
Jan. 19 
        Joint Service with The Haven 
  *Rev. Clemette Haskins preaching 
        Potluck Lunch 
  *Coach Nita Watson leading study 
 -Fitness and Trauma Care 
 
Jan. 26  Annual Meeting 
 All are encouraged to attend: 
  -Budget Approval 
  -Leadership Review 
  -Planning for 2020 
 
Feb. 2           Soup-er Bowl of Caring 
 Canned goods or donations 
 
Feb. 26 Ash Wednesday 
 
March 13-14 Founders Day 
 Chapman University 
    *Rev. William Barber 
 
March 27—29  Spring Thing Camp 
 *Ages 18 and Up  
 
July 5—August 1    Summer Camp 

January  - March 
2020 

 Telling the Story 
     Where do you start? There are lots of ways to start a story, and 
each is important to what will follow. “Once upon a time” tells you 
that what follows may not be factual but will be a nice break from 
reality. “I swear to tell the truth…” suggests the story we are about 
to hear has some consequences and possibly some tragedy 
attached. I once heard a reporter say that no story you want your 
name in starts with “Overnight at 2:30 am…”  

     When you tell the story of our Church, where do you start?  
Is it a “Once upon a time,” story? Does it require a backstory of 
how you got here? Is it set in the past, present, or future? When 
you tell the story of our Church, where do you start? 

     Over the next few weeks, I invite you to reflect on this question 
and the natural questions that follow. Where do you start? Who 
are the characters? Where is the action? What do we discover as 
the story unfolds? How does it make a difference to someone 
hearing your story?  

     You may want to write it down. You might want to draw images 
that convey your feelings. However you process, take some time 
and think about the story of our Church and how you might tell it. 
We will be wrestling with this question—these questions as we 
prepare for our Annual Meeting on January 26.  

     At that time, we will try to make plans for the year that reflect 
our values, hopes, dreams, and sense of purpose. In other words, 
we will be planning for the next chapter in our story.  How we 
have started our story and how we have told it so far will make a 
difference in how we write the next chapters. Here are a couple 
examples of other people’s stories about living as a Jesus 
community. I wonder how ours will sound?   
 

“In the Beginning was the Word and the Word was God and was 
with God.” 

 

“As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “see, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of you who will prepare your way; the voice of 

one, crying out in the wilderness.” 



For our 5th Sunday in December, we collected items to keep those experiencing 
homelessness warm on cold nights. We packed individual bags with socks, hats, 
gloves, and scarves. We also included a poncho for each person. After the induvial 
bags were packed, we had lots of hats and even more socks left over. We sent 
these to UrbanMission to share as needed with those experiencing homelessness, 
reentering from prison, or in need of warmth.  

Just before delivering our own collection, we were blessed with an overflow of 
clothing from the Department of Child and Family Services “foster party” for  
children and families. They had more donations that they could handle (including 
more socks) and asked us to pass them along. UrbanMission received 8 boxes of 
clothing and shoes as a result.  

We will continue to share clothes and resources that come in through the 
winter months. Blankets, coats, and other items can be brough by the 
Church any Sunday, left in the donation box, or brought to the Church office. 
Delivery to UrbanMission usually takes place on Thursday. If you are 
interested in helping deliver items, let Lee know and he can give you 
directions and instructions.  

Subscribe to Covina Community 

Church at www.youtube.com 

Church Women United 
 

See Mary Dickinson  
for next meeting 

 

Get more info at: 
www.churchwomen.org 

www.CovinaCommunityUCC.org 

Visit Today! 

Rainbow Day was Amazing! 
     We have not had a newsletter since Rainbow Day, so this is a chance to look back and share a short review of the 
day. We had 80 people in worship and over 100 when we add on the workshops, exhibits, and lunch. We hosted 12 
nonprofit organizations that ranged from government organizations, to nonprofits, to Churches and Pride Centers. 
We hosted 4 workshops and met lots of new people. Most importantly, we proclaimed God’s love for everyone 
without apology or qualification. We were reminded by many who visited that our voice stands out strongly in our 
neighborhood and community. Other Churches that are open and affirming do not necessarily shout about it. For us, 
it is a clear mission priority and we saw that on full display. We have already received $1,500 in grant money to help 
us host next year’s event. This is a great affirmation of the creativity and commitment that make Rainbow Day 
special and encouragement to make next year’s just as special.  

Financial Support: 
Donations to support Rainbow Day may be mailed to the Church office, dropped in the weekly offering,  

or made online through the Church website at www.CovinaCommunityUCC.org 

Winter Warmth Kits & More 
Clothes, Clothes, and more clothes (so many socks) 



Hygiene Kits Items: 

Shampoo 
Soap 
Comb 

Tooth Brush 
Tooth Paste 

Hand Sanitizer 
Wash Cloths 
Deodorant 

Feminine Products 

Hand Wipes 
Gallon Zip-locks 

Keep Collecting 
Anytime there is a “5th Sunday” we pack hygiene kits for the homeless and 

those reentering society from the prison system.  You can help by 

collecting or buying items on our list. You can invite stores to donate them, 

or just grab them when on sale. While we sometimes have extra items to 

add, the list to the right is our basic supply list.  Once we pack kits they are 

delivered to our sister Church at UrbanMission Pomona, where they are 

distributed to through their various ministries. A few extra kits will be kept 

at Church for any homeless in our neighborhood. There are not many who 

come through but we want to be responsive as needed. You are also 

welcome to keep one for your car incase you see someone in need. 

Birthdays: 

1/1 Keith Parsons 

1/1 Pete Reyes 

1/11 Renata DeLaTorre  

1/13  Doris Lewis 

1/15   Jim McConnell 

1/19  Mandye Yates 

Anniversaries: 
2/20 Ed & Chun Van Dusen 

3/17 Jim & Jessie Pennington 

3/20 Lee & Mandye Yates 

3/21 Keith and Lisa Parsons 

3/26 Pete & Theresa Servin 

Celebrations 

March 29th is next Hygiene Kit Packing  

Lee is usually in the office Tuesday - 
Thursday from 9 am  - 1:30 pm. You can 
always call him at 502.604.0611 or 
email at revyoda@hotmail.com.   

Over the next couple months Lee will 
be away for some special events:  

Jan 17-20 Winter Camp 
  Pilgrim Pines 
 

Feb. 24-28  Camp Meetings  
  Orlando, FL 

 
 

Lee will still be available by phone  

or e-mail all of the non-vacation dates. 

Lee’s Hours & Travels 

Other Things We Collect 

“Pull tabs” of aluminum cans can be recycled. We share 
ours with the Ronald McDonald House in Los Angeles 
County where families of sick children find hospitality. 

“Box Tops” off things you probably already buy can be 
clipped and shared with schools. We send ours to Badillo 
Elementary School, just down the block. 

Prison Ministry Update 
Our prison ministry has evolved over the last year. 
We attempted to match members with men in 
UrbanMission’s restorative justice classes and 
create pen-pal relationships. For a number of 
logistical reasons, this became a challenge. We have 
reorganized to a “card writing ministry” with cards 
being sent at holidays and other significant 
moments. These are signed by Church members 

after worship and then mailed to the men individually. Thank you to Mica 
Stewart for helping us stay true to this calling and getting us organized!  

1/25  Eunice Laureano 

1/31  Ellen Mae Servin 

1/31 Pat Yates 

3/4 Sandy Williams 

3/7 Lee Yates 

3/10 Riena Borck 

3/17 Ryan Parsons 

3/29 Ken Roberts 

3/30 Jessie Pennington 



We are excited that Rev. Lee Yates will be serving the Southern California - Nevada Conference as a 
communications consultant. This will not change his work schedule at Covina Community Church, and actually may 
put in him the office more often as the sticks around a little longer to work on Conference projects. Lee’s position at 
C.C.C. is part-time, so this new responsibility will help him meet the needs of his family while becoming even more 
deeply connected to our wider Church’s work mission. Lee’s responsibilities will include the building and 
maintaining of a new Conference website, planning special events, and developing a communications plan for the 
Conference’s many ministries. You can see his work on the new website at:  www.SCNCUCC.org   

Reminder: Rev. Yates Joins Conference Staff Team 

Still to come: What is 

EVANGELISM? 

Exploring Our “Churchy” Words 

     Evangelism is a word some cling to as the identity and mission of the Church wile others run screaming from 
rooms when it gets used. Evangelism has become synonymous to many with “Evangelicals.” The later refers to 
more charismatic and typically conservative Christians. Many associate them pushing beliefs with such verbosity 
that they offend more than persuade. This stereotype was forged by 1980s televangelists and celebrity preachers 
and is why so many avoid the word completely—fearfully someone will paint all Christians with the same brush. 
Sadly, fear has kept us from having a balanced understanding of the word and it has been the Church’s loss.   
    At its heart, evangelism is telling the story of Jesus and inviting others into the community of God. These are 
things we should never be ashamed of. Our story is what drives us and provides us an example of inclusivity, 
hospitality, and unconditional love. Our story is at the core of who we are and Jesus is at the heart of our story. 
Being a part of God’s people, like any family, can be emotionally complicated, but none the less important. For 
those who have no place to call home—no people to claim or be claimed by, this inclusion in a people and a story 
bigger than them is life changing.  
    Notice that 2 paragraphs about evangelism were written with out the word “sin.” Its not needed. Just “Jesus.” 

Winter Wonder Camp Is Coming Soon! 
Winter Wonder Camp is for those in grades 6—12 and held at Pilgrim 
Pines Camp over the MLK Jr. Holiday Weekend. Adult volunteers are 
welcome to attend with campers. They enjoy games, music, crafts, 
and great meals while spending time together on the mountain. 
Pilgrim Pines looks different in the Winter but God’s Spirit is very 
evident. Registration is open. Some scholarships are available. See 
Rev. Yates for more information. 

www.PilgrimPinesCamp.org 

http://www.SCNCUCC.org


Toastmasters 5:30 
 

January / February 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31 1  
FEBRUARY 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 
Valentine's 
Day 

15 

Trinity Vespers 
6-7:30 pm 

Trinity Vespers 
6-7:30 pm 

Trinity Social 
7-9 pm 

Toastmasters 5:30 
 

Trinity Vespers 
6-7:30 pm 

Toastmasters 5:30 
 

Toastmasters 5:30 
 

Soup-er Bowl 
Of Caring 

MLK Jr.  

Rev. Villanueva 

February / March 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 1 
MARCH 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

Trinity Vespers 
6-7:30 pm 

Trinity Vespers 
6-7:30 pm 

DCFS Teen Club 
5-8 pm  

Toastmasters 5:30 
 

Trinity Vespers 
6-7:30 pm 

Toastmasters 5:30 
 

Toastmasters 5:30 

Potluck Lunch 

Chapman  
Founders Day 

 

Rev. Yates at Camp Meetings in Florida 

Rev. Haskins 

Annual  
Meeting 

Potluck Lunch 

Toastmasters 5:30 
 

Toastmasters 5:30 
 

Toastmasters 5:30 
 

Potluck Lunch 

Ash Wednesday 
 

Lee at Camp 

Lee at Camp 

DCFS Teen Club 
5-8 pm  



Covina Community Church 
1551 E. Old Badillo St. 
Covina, CA  91724 

(626) 331-7743 
www.covinacommunityucc.org 

We believe in unconditional love, a gift from our 
Creator and exemplified in the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. God’s Spirit guides us as we 
explore and respond to God’s call in each of our lives. 
While each of us has our own path and our own 
relationship with God, we know that we are stronger 
together and grow closer to God as a community than 
we could alone. Maybe you are the missing voice at our 
table, and maybe we are the missing partner on your 
journey. We believe that GOD IS STILL SPEAKING, Come 
visit and we will listen for God together.  

Covina Community Church 
A United Church of Christ 

United Church of Christ 
We are a family of congregations who have 
believed it is more important to claim our 
unity as the body of Christ than to divide on 
our various opinions and different ways of expressing 
faith.  This has created a vibrant, passionate Church 
that works for justice and proclaims Jesus’ life changing 
love to the ends of the earth. 

Church Leaders 

Pastor:    Rev. Lee Yates 

Moderator:    Ken Roberts 

Vice Moderator:   Jim McConnell 

Secretary:   Ellie Valentine 

Missions:    Mary Dickinson 
    Susan Knaus 
Deacon/ Greeter:  Carmencita Jose 
Accompanist:   Miriam Bautista 

Office Assistant:  Irene McConnell 

Diversity is a gift but not an easy one to 
receive. Sometimes making room for all 
God’s people requires us to sacrifice, 
reflect on our own biases, and be 
advocates for change.  Our Church family 
is open to all of God’s people as we 
practice the same hospitality Jesus gave, 
shared and are guided into the future by 
the same Spirit that inspired the early 
Church.   


